Hence, in a weak person, sweating often occurs in the night, when circulation being most languid, the return of blood is obstructed, and by external warmth the surface is predisposed.
The sweating stage of ague, of hectic and other remittent fevers, occurs not until the action of the heart has become weakened, and the irritation of the nervous system lessened. In common fever, when perspiration takes place, the febrile excitement has become diminished. Here, as well as in all visceral inflammations attended with heat and dryness of surface, a general sweat is desirable not so much for the relief it furnishes by the amount of excretion, as for the indication it affords of a lessened degree of irritation in the viscus with which the skin has sympathized. In the thoracic and abdominal affections of children, in Asiatic cholera, and diseases in general attended with collapse, warm moisture on the surface is always the herald of subsiding mischief.
There 
